
Imagine, for a moment, that 
your front door bell rings. It 
is an unexpected visitor. 
Would you need to dash 
around the lounge, throwing 
newspapers and magazines 
into cupboards? Perhaps 
picking up some discarded 
clothing? Maybe tearing 
through to the kitchen with 

dishes, glasses or mugs? 

Sometimes we get so 
overwhelmed with the fluff of 
Christmas the celebrations, 
the decorations, the meals, 
the togetherness, the carols, 
the holidays that we miss the 
pr i ma r y ,  f u n d a m e nt a l 
message Jesus came into 
our world to meet us where 
we are. 

We often meditate on the 
Spiritual aspects of who 
Jesus is: his Kingship, his act 
of Salvation, his theology, the 

how often do we give 
reflection to his earthly life? 
Jesus had to cut his toenails 
and his hair. He would have 
had sunburn, tummy cramps 
and no doubt had to deal 

with the bully 
who lived down 
the road. Jesus 
would have had 
to do chores for 
his parents and 
clean up after 
the animals who 
used to live 
downstairs in the living 
quarters. 

The whole point of God 
becoming flesh in the person 
of Jesus was not only the 
culmination of his life, here 
on earth, his sacrifice and 
victory on the cross it was 
also that he should come and 
experience life as we know it. 

When we get visitors we want 

even if that is not exactly how  
our lounge looks most of the 
time. With Jesus there is no 
need to put on a brave face or 
create a perfect image, 
because he has lived it all; he 
has experienced it firsthand; 
he knows what our lounges 
look like how messy life can 
be. 

And so this Christmas time I 
would encourage you to trust 

The planning for our 
Centenary celebrations in 
2014 is gaining momentum 
and we can look forward to 
many exciting opportunities 
to celebrate the legacy of 

opening service for our 
celebrations will be held on 
Sunday 2nd March with past 

m i n i s t e r s  a n d  a l s o 
Moderators of the UPCSA 
present. On the 24th May we 
will be hosting a semi-formal 
dinner to be at the Italian 
Club in Bedfordview. 
Memorabilia  will be 
available on a pre-order 
basis; as will our centenary 
magazine which is currently 

Centenary Watch 
being edited and will be 
published at the end of the 
celebrations. The events will 
conclude with a family 
picnic / braai and a final 
closing service with further 
dignitaries from the UPCSA 
taking part. We look forward 
to sharing in this time with 
you!
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that Jesus simply meets us 
where we are. He knows 
what it is to be like us and 
therefore there is no need to 
put on a face, create an 
impression or think that God 
wants us to be something 

 

This is what we do at St 
James all the worship, all 
the activities, all the 
fellowship events, all the 
times of teaching even all the 
meetings are about creating 
space for Christ to simply 
meet you where you are. 

May each and everyone of 
you have a  bless ed 
Christmas. If you are 

protection on the roads and 
for a restorative rest. Yours 

in His love,  Gavin 
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A Weekend of Celebration 

 

Leeuwpoort Learners 
Most of you will remember that 
during the cold winter months 
on May and June, we supported 
Leeuwpoort Primary School 
with meals from Stop Hunger 
Now. As part of our ongoing 
outreach to this school, our 
members and their families 
were invited to sponsor a 
stationery pack for a 2014 
Grade 1 learner. The response 
was overwhelming and we were 
able to deliver 85 stationery 
packs which has ensured that 
each and every one of their 

own stationery and pencil bag 
come January, when they go to 

all who supported this 
initiative, we so appreciate your 
kind generosity 

 

and round the back, the hall 
was busy with chatter and 
laughter at the Christmas 
Market, as folk did some 
shopping, enjoyed a cup of tea 
or indulged in a light lunch. A 
little later it was 
back to the 
sanctuary for the 
soiree  and what 
a pleasure it was, 
as we enjoyed 
song and music, 

poetry and prose. Our Sunday 
School children were an 
important part of our Sunday 
morning worship and they too 
were able to enjoy the 

 

On Saturday, 28 September, 
our sanctuary was transformed 
into a display of loveliness and 

many gifts. His gifts of beauty 
and bounty shone through the 
Flower and Harvest Festivals; 
His gift of talents was woven 
into a remarkable display of art, 
hand and needlework, quilts, 
lace  making, weaving, 
scrapbooking, stained glass 
lamps.... while down the path 
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A Declaration of Faith! P a g e  3  

This year a group was 
confirmed after many months 
of study and preparation. , 
following the themes of the 
Youth Alpha Course.  

Friends and family filled 
our sanctuary on 
Sunday, 6 October as we 
joined together to share 
in the Confirmands first 

members of the 
congregation for a 
service of celebration 
and praise. 

Thanks must go to 
Heather Carstensen who 
was there every Sunday 

evening to assist Gavin with the 
Confirmation seminars.  

The following Confirmands can 
be seen in the picture below, 

from left to right: Jean Allen, 
Kirsten and Marissa Bell, Tayla 
Goddard, Adam Somers-Vine, 
Ashley  Strydom, Tamlyn 
Uppink and Brett van Niekerk. 

Thanks so much to 
John Wernick and his 
team for facilitating 
these Fellowship 
functions.  

These events will 
continue to be a feature 
of our St James 
calendar over the years 
to come. 

Pictured to the right is 
our chief organiser, 
John Wernick. 

Our second Fellowship social 
was held on 25 October. The 
weatherman was kind, the rain 
cleared and on a gentle Friday 
evening just over 100 folk 
joined together for a relaxing 
evening of fun, music and 
fellowship.  

In sound South African 
tradition, the men braaied, the 
ladies put together delicious 
salads and the children romped 
and ran through games. 

Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, in Edenvale, has 
been vacant for some time; I 
am pleased to report that the 
Revd Derrick Potgieter has 
received a call to Trinity and 
will be taking up his pastoral 
appointment as of 1st 
February 2014. Please pray 
for Trinity in preparation for 
their new minister. 

Kens ing to n U n it ed 
Church ,  our  c losest 
neighbour, is currently 

vacant and are struggling to 
locate a minister while facing 
great financial challenges. 
The Revd Melanie Cook from 
St Giles Presbyterian Church 
is their Interim Moderator 
and with the guidance of the 
Presbytery is leading them 
through this difficult time. 
Please pray for both the 
congregation and the Interim 
Moderator as they seek to 

w o r k  a m i d s t  t h e s e 
challenging circumstances. 

Last quarter I spoke a little of 
our Presbytery, this time I 
would like to share with you 
a little of what is going on in 
a two of our sister churches.  

The Life and Work of the UPCSA 

An Evening of Fellowship and Fun! 
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effectively plan and expand 
and meet the pastoral needs of 
our members.  

Membership income for the 
eight months to 31 October 
2013 is tracking well below 

We continue to focus on 
income because St James is 
heavily dependent on a 
predictable and growing level 
of income to keep the doors 

budget as reflected in the 
graph depicted below. 

Actual income from tithing 
was R107 000 behind budget 
as at 31 October 2013. This is 
of great concern because our 

expenditure currently 
exceeds our income 
and our return to a 
cash positive 
position, which is 
forecast to take place 
within three years, 
will now take longer 
than anticipated. We 
have been fortunate 
to have received 
some generous 
donations amounting 
to R75 000 up to 

Money Matters 

Ronnie and I have lived in 
Edenvale since getting 
married in 1961. We were 
married in Mars Street and 
very involved in the church 

 especially at the time of 
the Golden Jubilee. Anne 
Hart and I always sold 
Christmas Cards each year 
and had such fun out of 
that! Our son, Grant, was 
born in 1966, and filled our 
lives with great joy. He was 
baptised in St James and 
was a member of the 
Sunday School  in Marion 

Speedies class. 

Ronnie and I were both 
born in Johannesburg. I 
attended Jeppe Girls and 
am always very proud to 

Ronnie was a Prep Boy and 
then went to Marist 
Brothers in Koch Street. 

everyone knew Ronnie by 
when he started playing 
sport and he was soon 
involved in cricket, hockey, 
softball and baseball at 
Kensington Polytechnic 
Club at Rhodes Park and 
then in Bedfordview. He 
played Transvaal Baseball 
and saw much of South 
Africa and Zimbabwe on 
his various tours. After 
retiring from active sport, 
he coached Little League 
for many years before 
retiring into bowls. 
 
Grant, our only child, is 
married to Carol and they 
live in Colorado, in the 
USA. Educated at 
Dunvegan Primary School 
and St Johns College, he 
was a pilot in the SAAF, but 

Do You Know? - Ron and Shirley Barclay 
left Cape Town in 1992 in 
order to sail their yacht to 
the Virgin Islands where 
they ran a charter business. 
They then moved to 
Colorado where they have a 
physiotherapy clinic in Fort 
Collins. Grant is involved in 
autocross racing which 
takes him all over the 
States. 
 
We are enjoying our 
retirement and keep busy 
with gardening, 
entertaining and socialising 
and attending as many live 
shows as possible. Ronnie 
is once again a member of 

and my 
mornings with 
the Counting 
Committee are 
always a 
pleasure. My 
short time in the 
admin office of 
the church was 
most enjoyable 
and the 
interaction with 
members of the 
various groups 
was a joy. 

While we really miss Grant, 
we have been fortunate to 
have had a number of trips 
to Colorado to spend time 
with him and Carol. They 
may be far away, but with 
emails and telephones we 
are always close. 
 
St James is our extended 
family and we are so happy 
to be involved with you all. 
 
Ronnie & Shirley 
Barclay  

October 2013 which have 
supplemented the income from 
tithing. Our expenditure 
continues to be tightly 
controlled within budget. We 
are extremely grateful to you, 
the congregation for your 
tithing and the donations 
received, particularly in the 
challenging economic times we 
are currently going through. It 
is anticipated that we will incur 
a deficit in the region of 
R20 000 per month for the 
rest of the financial year, so it 
is imperative that we increase 
our income and accordingly we 
rely on the regular ongoing 
financial support of all our 
members to continue the 
growth of St James. 
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Weddings:   Baptisms:       Deceased: 
Andre and Helene van Elst Jarred Long son of Nicole & Gareth     Rolsten Key  Robyn McGee 
Dene and Susan Muller  Kyla Moreira daughter of SheriLee & Daneel    Dora Renny  Marge Sirrals 
Alasdair and Nikki Watt  Daniel Gooch son of Edward & Nikki     Petro de Beer  June Pascoe 
Grant and Amber Morgan  Anthony, Linleigh and Ryan Armstrong     Anna van der Walt Iris West 


